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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 
Sunday 7th. November 2021; Proper 27B 

Ed 07.11.21 
 

Introduction – Session Clerk 
 
Introduction and Prayer 

 
Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 
Today we hear about Jesus’s criticism of the Scribes and his comments on a widow’s offering 
to the temple treasury. 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 
know the presence of God among us. 

 
Pause 
 

Gathering prayer: 
Loving God, 

As individuals, and as a family of God, we come, 
seeking your blessing and your inspiration, 

that we may follow more nearly in the example of Jesus, 
seeking no reward other than knowing we are doing your will. 
We ask this in his name.  Amen 

 
Call to Worship: 

Let us open our hearts, our minds, and our eyes to see the generous gifts of God, 
and respond with praise and thanksgiving. 
Let us worship God: 

 
Hymn 210 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Loving God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one in three and three in one, 
we thank you, that you are light in our darkness; 

calm in our turmoil; wealth in our poverty; the purpose in our pointlessness. 
You are the hope in our despondency; the meaning in our being. 
For all of this, and so much more, we worship and adore you. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

we come to you conscious of our failures, 
in sorrow for our greed and selfishness, 
in regret for the self-seeking that makes us blind and deaf to the needs of those around us. 

We come seeking your pardon and your peace, 
your inspiration, that we may be to more generous, 

more giving, more able to see, more willing to listen. 
 
We give thanks that our God of generosity is ever ready to forgive those who truly repent; 

to lift the burdens from our hearts and the blindness from our eyes, 
and to set us free to be the people we are called to be. 

 
Gracious God, 
for all the good things you have poured out upon us, we give you thanks. 

For your Word that has inspired and fed your people; 
for those who had vision to record it, skill to translate it, and purpose to share it, 
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we give you thanks. 
For your love that has surrounded and enfolded us, that has brought us joy, 

confirmed us in our faith, nurtured our love, 
and given us enduring hope in the gift of the promise of eternal life: 

we give you thanks. 
To you O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be all praise and glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

Let us pray in the words Jesus taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 
Readings:  James is going to read for us today 

1st Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28; (transl. by William Barclay in The New Daily Study Bible) 
It is not into a man-made sanctuary that Christ has entered – that would be a mere symbol 

of the things which are real.  It is into heaven itself that he entered, now to appear on our 
behalf before the presence of God.  It is not that he has to offer himself repeatedly, as the 

high priest year by year enters into the holy place with a blood that is not his own.  Were that 
so, he would have had to suffer again and again since the world was founded.  But now, as 
things are, once and for all, at the end of the ages, he has appeared with his sacrifice of 

himself so that our sins should be cancelled.  And, just as it is laid down for men [and 
women] to die once and for all and then to face the judgement, so Christ, after being once 

and for all sacrificed to bear the burden of the sins of many, will appear a second time, not 
this time to deal with sin, but for the salvation of those who are waiting for him.  Amen. 
…………………………………………………………. 

2nd Reading: Mark 12: 38-44: (NRSVA) 
Jesus Denounces the Scribes 

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to 
be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have the best seats in the synagogues 
and places of honour at banquets!  They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of 

appearance say long prayers.  They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
The Widow’s Offering 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.  
Many rich people put in large sums.  A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which are worth a penny.  Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this 

poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of 
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in 

everything she had, all she had to live on”. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 724 Christ’s is the world in which we move 
 

Message: 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The passage James read from Mark’s Gospel comes shortly after Jesus has made his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and follows on from the story of the scribe who asked about 

which commandment was the first of all – the one who earned Jesus’s commendation - “You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God” - and what a contrast with the scribes in general. 
 

In this context, Jesus’s attack on the scribes as a group can hardly be stronger, and they 
come in for severe criticism, criticism as stern as Jesus ever spoke.  Jesus is still popular with 



3 

 

the crowds, but the religious teachers are threatened, and now they begin, in earnest, to try 
to find ways to trip him up, so that they can legitimately silence him, but Jesus continues to 

speak out.  Here he is critical of the greed he sees in Jerusalem and its Temple; he contrasts 
the showy donations made by the rich elite with the tiny, but proportionally much greater, 

amount given by a poor widow. 
 
The job of the Scribes was writing down laws, and interpreting them.  They were involved in 

administration, and had a thorough knowledge of the established laws, the legal language, 
and its interpretation.  Their job was limited to interpreting the Bible. 

 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, were an elite class of political and religious leaders who 
imposed the written laws on the ordinary people.  Most of them were devout good-living 

people, but they were alleged to have misinterpreted the Bible and the laws it contains, and 
as a result they often fell into conflicts with Christ and his followers. 

 
The Scribes liked to swan around in long, flowing robes, the sign of important people, but 
clothes not much good for hurrying or working.  They dressed like that to draw attention to 

themselves and their importance, and they expected to be treated with great respect in public 
places.  In the synagogues they took the front seats, those reserved for distinguished people, 

and at feasts expected the highest places.  The long prayers of the Scribes and Pharisees 
were notorious.  You might say their prayers were not so much offered to God as offered to 

men. 
 
All this outward show masked their ruthless exploitation of poor people, particularly widows, 

who, in a male-dominated society were especially vulnerable.  The scribes managed to 
persuade people that there was no higher duty than to support a rabbi in comfort, and that 

doing so was a guarantee of getting into heaven.  They made a great show of their piety, but 
they were interested only in lining their pockets.  It seems that the world hasn’t changed. 
 

Jesus’s criticisms have warnings also for us in our time.  We need to keep asking ourselves 
whether there is any contradiction between our religious displays and our everyday living. 

 
In our time it is still true that some people accept office in the church because they think they 
have earned it, rather than because they want to give unselfish service to the house and the 

people of God.  Jesus has a warning to any people who are in the church for what they can 
get rather than what they can put into it.  Office in the church is a privilege, but it is also a 

responsibility. 
 
Most people like to be treated with respect, but it is a basic fact of Christianity that it should 

lead people to humble themselves rather than exalt themselves.  Jesus tells us, “If anyone 
wants to be first, he must be the last of all and the servant of all.” 

 
Immediately after telling us about Jesus’s confrontation with the Scribes, Mark goes on to 
draw the powerful contrast between the rich people putting large sums into the Temple 

treasury and the destitute widow giving her copper coins.  The point is that, while others 
could well afford their contribution, the widow gave “All that she had to live on”. 

 
Once again, Jesus turns upside down the accepted ideas of importance.  God sees, not the 
total given, but the personal cost of the gift to the giver, which is the real measure of 

generosity.  It is the heart of the giver, rather than the gift, that is important.  The widow 
gives her all, probably literally; whereas the rich give from what they have left over.  Here is 

generosity of a different order.  Jesus is travelling to Jerusalem and to the Cross, and he 
knows it.  Here he emphasises the total commitment that we owe to God. 
 

It is sometimes said that this passage from Mark’s Gospel is a favourite with Kirk Treasurers.  
That may be, but our circumstances are very different from those of Mark’s first readers. 
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Nevertheless, it is good from time to time to ask ourselves how we feel about generous living 
or giving.  I read somewhere that Foodbanks first appeared in the USA in the 1960s, but were 

rare in the UK until the early part of the 2000s and became much more widespread after the 
economic collapse of 2008. 

 
According to the Trussell Trust, a Christian charity which works to end the need for food 
banks in the UK, more than 14 million people in the UK – including 4½ million children – are 

now living in poverty.  Recent figures for UK show over 1300 Trussell Trust food banks, in 
addition to over 900 independent food banks – over 2200 food bank centres in the UK 

offering support – usually parcels of a few days of food at a time.  The Trussell Trust is 
founded on Christian principles, and bases its work on Jesus’s words: 
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25: 

35-36). 
 
A moment’s thought makes us ask, ‘How is it that in our country – even in Orkney, so many 

people depend on food banks?’  At a time when there are a record-breaking 171 billionaires in 
the UK recorded this year, 10 of them in Scotland.  It seems that there are some things that 

have not changed since Jesus’s time.  Yet this is the tip of the proverbial iceberg.  TV has 
recently been showing us horrifying pictures of starving people in Afghanistan, and before 

that in north-eastern Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia, and Yemen, and many other places, yet 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations tells us that, globally, roughly 
one-third of food produced for human consumption is lost.  

 
Horrifying.  But what can – could – we do?  Not much perhaps: keep an eye open for 

problems locally.  Buy Fairtrade goods.  Contribute to Christian Aid and other charities.  The 
saying, ‘Charity begins at home’ is sometimes trotted out to justify putting a limit in what we 
give, or what we do, and to whom.  Other people have a few important words to say: Charity 

begins at home, but should not end there’.  Charles Dickens amended it another way: 
‘Charity begins at home, but justice begins next door’. 

 
Some people have associated themselves with the The Random Acts of Kindness Foundation, 
which works to make kindness toward others the norm in schools, workplaces, homes and 

communities.  The story about the people putting their offerings in the Temple treasury is 
about money, but it is about a lot more.  In our times the simplest of things can make the 

most significant impact on someone else.  A smile, a compliment, paying for a meal, buying a 
sandwich for the homeless person shivering in a shop doorway; taking clothes you never 
wear to a charity shop. 

 
Jesus calls us to an awareness of problems around us and in the wider world.  He asks for a 

wholehearted self-giving that goes far beyond pounds and pence. 
 
If we put all that we have and all that we are at his disposal, Christ can do with it, and with 

us, things that are beyond our imaginings. 
 

Amen.  Sole Deo Gloria.  
 
Hymn 253 Inspired by love and anger 

 
Choir 

 
Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession.  Let us pray: 
 

 
 



5 

 

Loving God, 
As we remember the widow and the small offering that represented so much, we bring to you 

not only our offerings of money, but also offerings of our time, our talents, our very selves.  
May all be used in your service and to your glory.  Amen. 

 
Holy One, 
God of the poor and defender of the weak, 

whose laws protected the widow and the orphan, 
we pray for those who have little, and for those millions all over the world who, 

in the face of famine and disaster, have nothing at all, 
who depend entirely on the compassion of other people and other nations. 
 

We give thanks, and pray for, all those who work for the relief of poverty, 
to provide food for the hungry and facilitate development among the disadvantaged. 

Help us, as individuals and as your church, 
to be prepared to help in whatever way we can; 
to see the needs, to notice the invisible, and to share what we have with others. 

 
We pray for all who work to bring an end to injustice, wherever it is found, 

through publicity, education, and through raising awareness. 
 

We pray for our fragile world, 
with its increasing problems of mismanagement and pollution 
where apathy and self-interest push aside concern for the environment. 

We pray for those entrusted with the care of our environment and its resources. 
We pray for all those attending the United Nations climate change conference in Glasgow, 

and for the countries they represent. 
May there be a genuine determination to address the serious problems of global warming and 
climate change. 

 
We pray for all who are ill, especially people in any way affected by the Covid Pandemic; 

for those who have lost loved ones, or jobs, or sources of income. 
We bring to you the people for whom we have special concerns today. 
 

Pause 
 

Bless all the givers of time, resources, patience and love, 
all who see a need, and offer help; 
those who are your hands in our world, 

and bless us all in your service. 
In Christ’s name we ask.  Amen. 

 
Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk: 
The Trouble Tree (Author Unknown) 

 
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse.  He had a difficult first day on the 

job: a flat tyre made him lose an hour of work, then his electric drill packed up, and his 
ancient van refused to start. 
 

While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence.  When we arrived, he invited me in to meet 
his family.  As we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching 

the tips of the branches with both hands.  As he opened the door of his house, he underwent 
an amazing transformation.  His face was wreathed in smiles, and he hugged his two small 
children, and gave his wife a kiss.  Afterward he walked me to the car. 
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We passed the tree, and my curiosity got the better of me.  I asked him about what I had 
seen him do earlier.  “Oh, that's my trouble tree,” he replied.  “I know I can't help having 

troubles on the job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't belong in the house with my 
wife and the children.  So I just hang them up on the tree every night when I come home, 

and ask God to take care of them.  Then in the morning I pick them up again.  Funny thing 
is,” he smiled, “when I come out in the morning to pick them up, there aren't nearly as many 
as I remember hanging up the night before”. 

 
Moral: Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we might as well dance.  

We all need a Tree! 
 
Hy 182 Now thank we all our God 

 
Blessing 

Go out into the world and be aware of the problems.  Stay safe in the way of Christ 
And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you, now and always. Amen. 
 

Doxology: Hy786: May the God of peace go with us. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 


